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AGENDA
Introductions

Who are parents of English learners and English learners with disabilities?

Who are English learners and English learners with disabilities? 

Innovative Strategies from School/Parent Communication Process

Participant Input

Case Example

Discussion and Recommendations

Questions . . . and Thank you!



What you will learn today

Innovative strategies to 
engage with parents of 
English learners and 
English learners with 
disabilities



Why 
Innovation?



Central Question

How can educators 
engage parents of 
English learners 
and English learners 
with disabilities 
when making 
instructional and 
assessment 
decisions?



Who are immigrant parents?



Who are English 
learners?

Who are English 
learners with 
disabilities?



Home/Native 
Languages (2018-
19) Minnesota 
http://w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAn
alytics/DataTopic.jsp?TOPICID=2

English 728,602
Spanish 49,657
Somali 27,505
Hmong 20,409
Karen 4,240
Vietnamese 4,024
Arabic 3,179
Chinese/Mandarin 2,526
Russian 2,494
Oromo, Afan Oromo, Oromiffa 2,472



Minnesota statewide non-English 
primary home languages





Why engage Parents?



Materials Development Process

Researcher self-reflection

Interface with parents in community

Identify parent-participants

Interview and seek feedback from parents

Incorporate feedback into products





Participant Poll



Chen
Grade: 5

School: Logan Elementary School

Free/Reduced Lunch: Yes

Home Language: Mandarin

Duration in the U.S.: 5 months

Lives with: Mother, father, grandmother, 
and baby sister

Discussion Activity / Case Example



Accessibility 
Features Universal Features

Designated Features

Accommodations



Why is it important for teachers to know their 
English learners’ characteristics before making 
accessibility decisions?

In what ways should teachers and parents 
communicate when making accessibility decisions?



How could educators 
involve parents when 
making instructional 
decisions? 



How could educators 
involve parents when 
making assessment 
decisions? 



What are the unique accessibility 
considerations for English 
learners with disabilities?

How could educators involve 
parents when making 
assessment decisions for 
students who are English 
learners with disabilities?



Recommendations

Optimizing individual capabilities
Reach out when in need
Cultivate Mutual respect
Two-way communication and reciprocal partnerships 

Home visits by teachers and school administrators are excellent bridge 
builders 

Equal partnership of immigrant families and the school system 



Recommendation

Pre-service teacher training
Teacher professional development
Meet families in their Turf (Raymond 2015).
Engage families in a culturally appropriate manner
Talk to gatekeepers before a home visit
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Questions?
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THANK YOU
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