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AGENDA
• Introductions (2 min) [Charity]
• Case Example (case with difficulties & Qs) [2 mins] [Charity]

• Children (5 min)
• Who are English learners and English learners with disabilities? [Y.C]

• Parents (10 min)
• Who are parents of English learners and English learners with disabilities? [Charity]

• Teachers (20)
• Partnering with Parents of ELs and ELs with disabilities -- Why and How [Charity:parent tool kit 

(10 min) & Chris: NCEO brief & videos, and TIES reports (15 min)]

• Case solving (open discussion or present out solutions) [5 mins] [Charity]
• Challenges Teachers Are Facing 
• Creative Ways to Build Successful Communication with Parents (during Pandemic)

• Q& A (5 minutes) [Chris]



Introduction

1. Set up of this presentation 
2. Content covered



Mila
Grade: 5

School: Unity Elementary School

Home Language: Spanish

Duration in the U.S.: 8 months

Lives with: Mother, father, grandmother.

Parents or guardians are English learners.

They are learning to use computer

Parents have unstable jobs

Discussion Activity / Case Example

find a new kid sam as slide 20



Case Challenges

• Parents both work two jobs as essential worker during COVID-
19

• Technology is new to them
• Do not read or write in English but Speak Spanish fluently
• Communicate with teachers through an interpreter
• Child not turn in any work
• Teacher follows up with a home visit but the family has moved
• Parents jobs are unstable



Why creative 
ways in 
partnering?



Central Question

How can educators 
partner with parents or 
guardians of English 
learners and English 
learners with 
disabilities when 
making instructional 
and assessment 
decisions during 
COVID-19?



Part I. Students

Who are ELs 
including ELs with 
Disabilities?



Minnesota Home/Native Languages 
2018–19

English             728,602
Spanish                  49,657
Somali             27,505
Hmong              20,409
Karen                      4,240
Vietnamese           4,024
Arabic               3,179
Chinese/Mandarin 2,526
Russian                     2,494
Oromo, Afan Oromo, Oromiffa 2,472

2019–20
English 729,422
Spanish 51,396
Somali 17,989
Hmong 20,362
Karen 4,418
Vietnamese 3,923
Arabic 3,311
Oromo, Afan Oromo, Oromiffa 2,581
Chinese/Mandarin                 2,493
Russian 1,939

Resource: MN department of Education



about 8.4% of population





ELs with Disabilities

• DA #9
• https://tableau.ahc.umn.edu/t/I

CI/views/ELswithDisabilitiesfinal
DataAnalytic9/Story1?iframeSize
dToWindow=true&:embed=y&:s
howAppBanner=false&:display_c
ount=no&:showVizHome=no#1



Disability Category



Summary
• Approximately 146,000 Minnesota students speak a language other than 

English at home, according to 2019-20 data from the Minnesota 
Department of Education (143,000+ in 2018-19).

• Families here communicate in nearly 300 different languages, from 
American Sign Language to Indigenous languages

• Nearly 6% of Minnesota students speak Spanish at home
• ELs with disabilities 

• About 2% increasing from 2013 to 2018 within SWD
• The top 3 disability categories were SLD, Speech or language impairment, 

and Autism
• Certain disability category was increasing more than others



Part II. Parents

Who are Parents 
of ELs including 
ELs with 
Disabilities?



Part III. Teachers

1. Partnering with 
Parents of ELs 
and ELs with 
disabilities -- Why 
and How

Need a picture with an EL  
parent & a teacher



Why Partner?





But . . . How?
• Building Successful Communication brief, from Parent-

Educator Toolkit (Improving Instruction project) 
• support routines and follow activity schedules day to day, from 

Parent Video series (NCEO & TIES Center)
• Getting “unstuck” and use 5C process, from Distance Learning 

series (TIES Center)
• Use formative assessment strategies, from brief (NCEO)





How to access the Parent-Educator tool kit

• Improving Instruction webpage https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home

• They are available in PDF and audio in multiple languages
Parent-Educator Toolkit webpage

Building Successful Communication Between Parent or Guardian and Teacher brief

English Arabic Simplified Chinese Traditional Chinese Spanish Vietnamese

Building Successful Communication Between Teacher and Parent or Guardian brief

https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home
https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/parent-educator-toolkit
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_english.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_arabic.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_chinese_simp.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_chinese_trad.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_spanish.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_parent_vietnamese.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/II_comm_brief_teacher_english.pdf


Parent Video Series: Supporting the Learning of Children 
with Significant Cognitive Disabilities at Home

Helping Your Child with Routines at Home
Helping Your Child with the Foundations of Communication at Home
Helping Your Child with Communication at Home
Helping Your Child with Academics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nr53dGswN_w&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNOPYBZSmwg&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRgrr1wziPo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRukuAssPJg&feature=emb_logo


Distance Learning series 

● Getting "Unstuck" (from DL #6)
○ Find goal or purpose of assignment
○ Connect to your child's interests
○ Offer choices of tasks
○ Break tasks into smaller pieces



Distance Learning series 

● 5C process (from DL #17)
○ learning components
○ collaboration
○ continuity
○ collecting data
○ capacity building



Formative Assessment Strategies 
REMEMBER: Formative assessment is a process

Examples:
• Set and communicate clear learning targets
• Set and communicate clear success criteria

See additional details, including other strategies, in . . . 
• Five Formative Assessment Strategies to Improve Distance 

Learning Outcomes for Students with Disabilities (NCEO Brief #20)

https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOBrief20.pdf


Part III. Teachers

2. Challenges 
Teachers are 
Facing

Need a picture with an EL  parent & a teacher



Mila
Grade: 5

School: Unity Elementary School

Home Language: Spanish

Duration in the U.S.: 8 months

Lives with: Mother, father, grandmother.

Parents and guardians are English 
learners.

They are learning to use computer

Discussion Activity / Case Example

find a new kid sam as slide 20



Case Challenges

• Parents both work two jobs as essential worker during COVID-
19

• Technology is new to them
• Do not read or write in English but Speak Spanish fluently
• Communicate with teachers through an interpreter
• Child do not turn in any work
• Teacher follows up with a home visit but the family has moved



Potential challenges

• Not enough time
• Cannot contact families
• Parents are learning to be co-teachers
• Class management
• Students are not completing their work
• Students miss their friends during homeschooling
• Teachers are overwhelmed with hybrid teaching



Case solving

• Reflect on individual students needs
• Partner with families
• Two way communicate with families in culturally appropriate 

ways
• Use interpreters for better understanding of subject matter



Part III. Teachers

3. Creative Ways 
to Build 
Successful 
Communication 
with Parents

an EL teachers & EL parents



Recommendations

• Centering students success
• Cultivate active listening
• Build respectful two-way communication
• Productive reciprocal partnerships 
• Follow up home visits with COVID-19 protective gear
• Partner with community leaders to facilitate home visits .
• Social distancing
• Be flexible
• Seek help 



Recommendation

• Pre-service teacher training in culturally relevant education
• On-going Teacher professional development
• Meet families in their Turf 
• Build trusting relationships with families in a culturally 

responsive manner.
• Increase remuneration for teachers



5/31/2019 34

Questions?



5/31/2019 35

THANK YOU



Resources

[see separate electronic document “handout” for specific resources]

NCEO main Webpage https://nceo.info/
Improving Instruction webpage https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home

TIES Center website https://tiescenter.org/

https://nceo.info/
https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home
https://tiescenter.org/


Contact information

NCEO main webpage https://nceo.info/

Improving Instruction webpage https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home

Charity Funfe Tatah Mentan, Ph.D tata0006@umn.edu
Christopher Rogers     roge0229@umn.edu
Yi-Chen Wu, Ph.D  wuxx0207@umn.edu

https://nceo.info/
https://nceo.info/About/projects/improving-instruction/home
mailto:tata0006@umn.edu
mailto:roge0229@umn.edu
mailto:wuxx0207@umn.edu
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