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Purpose

To explore the trends in assigned 
accommodations for students with IEPs over 
time, and the impact of the paradigm shift on the 
trends 
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Background

•Accommodations provide access to instruction 
and assessments for students with disabilities, 
English learners, and English learners with 
disabilities.

•The U.S. Department of Education emphasizes 
the importance of accommodations during 
testing, which may be different from those used 
during instruction.
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Background-cont.

•States are required by IDEA to: 
•Provide guidelines for IEP teams and others on 
providing accommodations during state 
assessments.

•Report to the U.S. Department of Education 
on the number of students with disabilities 
who were provided accommodations for the 
regular state assessments.
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Background-cont.
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Research Questions

•Does the percentage of students receiving 
accommodations vary across:
•States?
•Content areas?
•Grades? 

•Do the percentages vary over time?
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Data Analytic Report #13

• This interactive data analytic tool provides several ways to look at 
the results of accommodations assigned to students over time. 

• Users can explore the results in several ways
• (a) within a year across all states for a particular grade and 

content area; 
• (b) by subject area within a year for all states; 
• (c) by grade level for all states; and 
• (d) for a state over time
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Data Analytic Report #13—cont.

• https://NCEO.info
• Find NCEO Data Analytics Reports

• Find #13
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Results 
• Wide variation in the percentage of students with disabilities 

receiving accommodations across the 50 regular states, as well as 
differences by subject area and grade level. For example, a 
smaller percentage of students at the third grade and in high 
school were assigned accommodations than in other grades in 
both reading and math. 

• Changes in state policies and in assessments also had an impact 
on which accommodations were assigned to students. 

• In many states, more students with disabilities were assigned 
accommodations for math than for reading
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Conclusion 

•State policy changes and assessment changes 
will have impact on the decision making about 
which accommodations are available to students 
with disabilities.

• In many states more students with disabilities 
receiving math accommodations then reading 
accommodations. 
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Thank you!
Yi-Chen Wu wuxx0207@umn.edu

Martha Thurlow thurl001@umn.edu
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