
Empowering Families

How is test data used at SSIP stakeholder meetings? 

Participants in the National Center on Educational Outcomes’ 
(NCEO) Peer Learning Group on Empowering Families to Under-
stand the Role of Assessments in State Systemic Improvement Plans 
(SSIPs) made important contributions to this series. They provided 
information about the issues and implications. The PLG members 
also reviewed drafts of this product. The final document strives to 
reflect their valuable comments and suggestions.

NCEO is supported through a Cooperative Agreement 
(#H326G210002) with the Research to Practice Division, Office 
of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education. The 
Center is affiliated with the Institute on Community Integration at 
the College of Education and Human Development, University of 
Minnesota. Consistent with EDGAR §75.62, the contents were 
developed under the Cooperative Agreement from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, but do not necessarily represent the policy or 
opinions of the U.S. Department of Education or Offices within it. 
Readers should not assume endorsement by the federal govern-
ment. NCEO Project Officer: David Egnor

www.nceo.info 

State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) stakeholder meetings that include parents of students with 
disabilities are one way states share information and gather feedback to make informed decisions 
about the improvement plan.

State or district test data are often shared at these meetings. Test data provide:

•	 evidence of what students know and can do;

•	 information on how well instructional programs and policies are working;

•	 support for instructional decisions that helps students learn rigorous content; and

•	 guidance for creating policy and making decisions about how to allocate resources.

For example, a state may compare the scores between students without disabilities and students 
with disabilities in order to decide on an SSIP goal or target that will improve outcomes for all stu-
dents. 

To be active participants in stakeholder meetings, parents should ask questions when needed.
For example: 
•	 “What does that data mean?”
•	 “Can you say that in a different way?” 
•	 “Why is this data important?” 

Parent participation in state SSIP meetings gives them a voice to connect with others, be heard, and 
most importantly, gives them an opportunity to influence positive outcomes for their children and all 
students with disabilities!


