
IEP Team Discussion Guide
Making Statewide Testing Participation Decisions 

Why should students with disabilities participate in state testing? 
• It allows children to show what they know and can do.
• It provides information to make sure that students with disabilities receive

high-quality instruction aligned to standards.
• It reveals performance gaps across different groups of students in your school,

and guides school strategies to address the educational needs of all students,
including students with disabilities.
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What are the test options? 
• General Assessment: Most students with disabilities take the general assessment with or

without accommodations.
• Alternate Assessment: A few students with the most significant cognitive disabilities take

an alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS).

What are the implications of participating in the alternate assessment?
• A short-term implication is that the instruction of students who take the alternate assessment

will be at less depth, breadth, and complexity than the instruction of other students.
• Long term implications are that students who take the alternate assessment may not be on

track to meet the requirements for a regular graduation diploma, or may not be eligible for
some postsecondary training institutions, military service, or jobs.

How can the IEP team confidently make state assessment participation   
decisions? 
• Use State participation guidelines and any district tools to make participation

decisions to ensure students who take the AA-AAAS meet the state’s definition
for participation, and those who don’t benefit from accessibility features and
accommodations as needed.

• Parents’ explicit consent ensures they understand how their children’s participation
in the AA-AAAS can impact their future.

Can instructional accessibility features and accommodations support       
the inclusion of students with disabilities in assessments?
• Consider the student’s instructional needs and current instructional accessibility features

and accommodations to discuss and decide on testing accommodations.
• Plan time for students to practice new accessibility features and accommodations.
• Plan for ongoing evaluation and improvement of students’ use of  accessibility features

and accommodations.


